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INTRODUCTION:

The spread of COVID-19 in the Middle East since 

February 2020 poses an unprecedented public 

health challenge to countries across the world, not 

just those in the Middle East. While the public health 

threat posed by the pandemic is obvious, its political, 

economic, and social implications are less clear at 

the moment. To better understand these potential 

implications, Wikistrat asked 12 top experts on 

the Middle East for their analysis of the impact of 

COVID-19 on the MENA region.

Adam Hoffman
Head of Middle East Desk

WIKISTRAT’S COVID-19 WEBINAR SERIES

EXPLORING COVID-19 IMPACT ON MENA

Workers disinfect Tehran subway wagons 
against coronavirus

source: Wikipedia
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FEATURED EXPERTS

Anoush Ehteshami, UK

Oliver Cornock, UK

Courtney Freer, UK

Ahmet Erdi Öztürk, UK

Antonino Occhiuto, Italy

Jörg Muth, Saudi Arabia

Mitchell Belfer, Italy

Victoria Silva Sánchez, Jordan

Hasan Al Momani, Jordan

Sherif Mohyeldeen, Egypt

Orhan Gafarli, Turkey

Raz Zimmt, Israel

12 EXPERTS FROM 7 COUNTRIES CONTRIBUTED THEIR ANALYSIS 
FOR THIS SPECIAL REPORT
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FIVE KEY TAKEAWAYS

1 Varying degrees of response across the region: National responses to COVID-19 have greatly differed 

across the region: while Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and Jordan quickly imposing travel bans and lockdowns, 

Turkey reacted very slowly, enacting travel bans from abroad and imposing a lockdown only when significant 

spikes in cases were observed.

2 Impact on the Gulf – a bleak outlook for the region as a whole: The massive hit of the Gulf states’ sovereign 

wealth funds will leave Gulf economies vulnerable to external shocks and will hamper their ability to inject 

large sums into their economies. This is a perfect storm of economic inactivity compounded by seriously 

low oil prices and a massive drop in the foreign investments of these states.

3 The pandemic might help MbS rise to the challenge: An important factor to monitor is the potential 

effect of the COVID-19 pandemic on the power transition inside the Kingdom. In the coming weeks, MbS 

could advise self-isolation for his father, King Salman. Even if the 84-year-old monarch does not publicly 

announce self-isolation, his public engagements are likely to be more limited. This will put the Crown 

Prince’s leadership skills to the test.

4 COVID-19 threatens the existence of the AKP regime: The pandemic has exposed Turkey’s fragile and 

dysfunctional state structure and may represent the end of the road for the populist right-wing Erdoğan 

regime. The regime will find it very difficult to keep itself afloat in the long term, at a time when it is unable 

of accusing “others” to deflect blame from its management of the crisis.

5 COVID-19 has exposed Iran’s fragilities: The regime’s botched response to the crisis is the result of 

structural forces, among them internal power struggles, institutional duplicity, the preference of ideological 

considerations, economic restraints, and controversial priorities. These failures are likely to further erode 

the legitimacy of the regime among the Iranian public, which has already been eroded in recent years.
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DR. AHMET 
ERDI ÖZTÜRK

“Unfortunately, Turkey is on its way to be the next Italy because of inaccurate policy preferences 

and insufficient state capacity. Since March 11, when Turkey declared its first official coronavirus 

case, the country has recorded one of the steepest trajectories of new cases in the world and it 

seems that the Erdoğan regime could not take due precautions quickly.”

 

SHERIF 
MOHYELDEEN

“[We can] expect several huge impacts on Egypt, including the collapse of the already weak 

and fragile health system, the regime releasing more prisoners, the Egyptian pound jumping 

down and recording its lowest points in the new millennium. The country’s economy is highly 

dependent on tourism, oil, the Suez Canal, and the remittance of the Egyptians working abroad: 

all these sources of revenues will certainly be most affected by the COVID-19 international crisis.” 

DR. JÖRG MUTH

“Global oil demand shrank by 20% and the Kingdom [of Saudi Arabia] relies to more than 70% on 

oil revenues. If that trend continues, and the current prognosis points towards it, the losses for 

the Saudi budget will be profound. While the price of oil is currently recovering to some extent, 

the global demand will not because the coronavirus will for some time to come severely limit 

people’s mobility and oil is mainly used in transportation. [Saudi] Aramco will still be the giant 

elephant in the room, but its tusks have shrunk.” 

EXPERTS’ QUOTES
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PROF. ANOUSH 
EHTESHAMI

“As China is Iran’s major trading partner, the downturn in China is hitting the Iranian economy 

hard, particularly those state-controlled businesses and sectors which lead relations with China. 

Their close links with China, entailing travel, partly explains why so many Iranian government 

officials have been infected.”

DR. MITCHELL 
BELFER

“COVID-19 has created an important internal dynamic and reinforced a sense of Saudi 

nationalism. Indeed, fighting COVID-19 has been accepted as a national responsibility and public 

discourses support the leadership’s decisions to impose travel restrictions, lockdowns, restrict 

public gatherings, and even the suspension of this year’s Umrah.” 

DR. RAZ ZIMMT

The current crisis is deepening the erosion of the public trust of the state institutions and 

increasing the estrangement between the people and the clerical establishment. However, the 

public protest movement in Iran still suffers from significant difficulties. Therefore, even if the 

popular protests were to renew, it is doubtful whether it would be able to cause any political 

change in the foreseeable future.
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The coronavirus is having a very noticeable impact on all 
aspects of life in the Persian Gulf and it is important to note 
that its impact is being felt in both the less accessible societies 
of the sub-region (Iran and Iraq) as well as the Gulf’s more 
open economies (the UAE, Qatar, and Kuwait in particular). 
Indeed, it is ironic that it has been through Iran that all the 
neighboring countries were first infected. The virus is hitting 
Iran worst, whose economy had already shrunk by around 
10% since March 2019. US-imposed sanctions are taking 
chunks out of the economy and are making it harder and 
harder for Iranian authorities to manage the downturn. Now, 
with coronavirus, economic activity is slowly grinding to a 
halt as businesses and employees reduce their exposure.

Furthermore, as China is Iran’s major trading partner, the 
downturn in China is hitting the Iranian economy hard, 
particularly those state-controlled businesses and sectors 
which lead relations with China. Their close links with China, 
entailing travel, partly explains why so many Iranian officials 
have been infected. The situation is not helped of course by 
flat oil prices (of around $30 per barrel in early April 2020).

Iraq will suffer nearly just as much as its economy remains 
fragile, its government weak, and its society divided. 
The chances are that the Kurdish Region in Iraq will fair 

IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON THE GULF
A PERFECT STORM OF 

ECONOMIC INACTIVITY
Anoush Ehteshami

Anoush Ehteshami, Professor of International Relations and Director, 
Institute for Middle Eastern & Islamic Studies, Durham University:

source: Twitter
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marginally better as it has more robust institutions and greater social cohesion, but if oil 
income dries up the KRG will become increasingly vulnerable to the crisis. Iraq, also, is at 
the mercy of developments in Iran. The intimate political, communal, and cultural links 
leave much of southern Iraq heavily exposed to the deepening coronavirus crisis in Iran.

In the Gulf’s open economies, we will also see a dip in activity across the board. Flat oil 
prices, of course, will hamper economic activity and lower the state’s ability to maintain 
its large public expenditures. In Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and Oman this will be a serious 
problem going forward. Secondly, the “airlines of the world” (Emirates, Etihad, and Qatar 
Airways) are going to be very badly hit by the serious downturn in trans-continental and 
long-haul air travel. Government closure of airports and borders magnifies the problem 
for airlines. This will not only damage the airlines’ bottom line but also the wider service 
industries dependent on airports and airlines.

For Dubai in particular, which is the tourist and cultural hub of the Gulf, the downturn 
in visitor numbers will adversely affect all sectors of the local economy – more so, as 
so many visitors to Dubai come to China and Iran, and new residents in the emirate 
have been coming from China in particular. But also, Saudi Arabia and Qatar, which have 
been promoting themselves as sports and culture hubs in recent years, will take a big 
hit. In the case of Saudi Arabia, a drop in religious tourism will be a serious blow, from 
which the Kingdom perhaps makes over $50 billion per annum. This loss of income, 
compounded by low oil prices and a decline in general economic activity, poses some 
serious risks to the Saudi economy, particularly when set against its fixed outgoings, 
noting that government debt in 2018 had reached 20% of the country’s GDP and the 
Yemen war still costs nearly $1 billion a month. Deficit financing in the Kingdom will 
worsen and soft oil prices going forward will hamper the Kingdom’s economic recovery 
following the current crisis. Kuwait is another potential “victim” of the crisis, partly due 
to the direct impact of soft oil prices on its finances, and partly because Kuwait has 
been investing heavily in becoming a Eurasian business hub. The crisis will also hamper 
Kuwait’s efforts to diversify its economy and increase the share of the non-oil sector 
in the country’s GDP. Qatar will suffer less than others as it has become more resilient 
in response to the blockade it has had to endure over the last few years. Also, it has 
the financial muscle to protect its people and its economy. But here, too, a downturn in 
economic activity will affect the country’s prosperity and its ability to attract and absorb 
migrant labor.

More generally, the massive hit of the Gulf states’ SWFs will leave their economies 
vulnerable to external shocks and will hamper their ability to inject large sums into their 
economies. This is a perfect storm of economic inactivity compounded by seriously low 
oil prices and a massive drop in the foreign investments of these states. Their ability to 
support their national populations is, therefore, being seriously challenged.

”
The massive hit 
of the Gulf states’ 
SWFs will leave 
their economies 
vulnerable to 
external shocks 
and will hamper 
their ability to inject 
large sums into 
their economies.
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Saudi Arabia’s situation going into the COVID-19 pandemic 
was compounded by two important factors connected to 
Iran: 1. the majority of its cases (and those in neighboring 
Bahrain) stemmed from Iran’s lackadaisical-turned-
conspiratorial early response to the crisis (and its failure to 
communicate to Saudi authorities [re: it did not issue exit 
stamps] the names or conditions of nationals returning 
from Iranian holy places) and, 2. Tehran has not altered 
its policies towards Saudi Arabia substantively, implying 
that the Kingdom is forced to deal with continuous Ansar 
Allah (re: Houthi militia) ballistic missile attacks from, and 
renewed fighting in, Yemen. Without going into detail as to 
Iran’s ambitions, it is important to know that Iran remains 
committed to deploying kinetic power against Saudi Arabia 
and COVID-19 has not changed that.

It is also worth noting that 2020 is an important year for 
Riyadh as it holds the G20 Presidency and has begun the 
decade-long countdown to the fulfillment of Saudi Vision 
2030. The extra budget that is needed to combat COVID-19, 
coupled with the oil price slump, has meant that a shuffling 
has had to take place and a new set of priorities drawn 
up. For instance, Saudi Arabia has authorized a 50-billion-
riyal (re: $13.3 billion USD) program to support private 
enterprises while opening up the healthcare system to all 

”
The extra budget that is needed to 
combat COVID-19, coupled with the oil 
price slump, has meant that a shuffling 
has had to take place and a new set of 
priorities drawn up.

IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON SAUDI ARABIA
IMPOSING COSTS, BUT ALSO 

CREATING OPPORTUNITIES
Mitchell Belfer

Dr. Mitchell Belfer, President of the Euro-Gulf Information Centre, Rome, 
Italy:
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people living in the Kingdom – legally and illegally. This 
financial shuffle will – temporarily – come from other 
projects, but will be unlikely to affect their long-term 
fulfillment. If anything, the decision to allocate public funds 
to ensure that Saudi Arabia has adopted international 
norms as articulated by the World Health Organization and 
joined responsible states in confronting, full-on, COVID-19 
has created an important internal dynamic and reinforced 
a sense of Saudi nationalism. Indeed, fighting COVID-19 
has been accepted as a national responsibility and public 
discourses support the leadership’s decisions to impose 
travel restrictions, lockdowns, restrict public gatherings, and 
even the suspension of this year’s Umrah.

Looking forward, the manner in which Saudi Arabia has 
handled the COVID-19 pandemic, the fact that its retaliation 
to the Ansar Allah missile attack was proportionate and 
that, while it holds Iran responsible for failing to follow 
established diplomatic protocols in relation to information-
sharing, it has allowed its citizens (infected or not) to 
return without discrimination and has not sought to further 
exacerbate tensions with Iran… This speaks volumes as to 
the new Saudi Arabia, one that is confident in its burgeoning 
place in the region and, indeed, internationally. COVID-19 
is imposing costs, but it is also creating opportunities. In 
Saudi Arabia, the main opportunity is having a real crisis to 
circle the wagons around and, with it, developing a stronger 
sense of nation and state. COVID-19 is testing Riyadh, just 
as it is testing all states. However, the future is bright, and 
this crisis has generated a unique Saudi nationalism that 
contains important aspects of internationalism within it.

source: Twitter
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Whilst the level of infection in the Kingdom is relatively low – as of Sunday 5 April 2,385 
cases and 34 deaths – the impact is nonetheless significant. The state response has 
been in line with global best practice and strict confinement, testing, etc. all in place.

The Kingdom has cut the budget for the year by $13.3bn, just under 5%, which will have 
an impact on stimulus initiatives and infrastructure projects – it should be noted that 
2020 was lined up to be a year of stronger growth. The oil price slump and the wrangling 
overproduction will further impact government revenues and sentiment, underscoring 
once again the Kingdom’s reliance on hydrocarbons – even non-oil exports are over 50% 
petrochemical.

One area of particular interest is that of food security. Saudi Arabia imports a large 
amount of its needs, not least because of the desert nature of the Kingdom. Whilst 
passenger flights have largely been suspended until further notice, cargo and courier 
traffic continue, which means that, hopefully, the supermarkets and food stores will 
remain well-stocked. However, it is a salutary reminder of the importance of supply chain 
security. Across the GCC this is a significant issue but, with its large population, it’s of 
concern to Saudi. However, the current scenario plays out, it is likely that food security 
will remain a key consideration, with policymakers looking to address any weaknesses.

All seasoned Gulf watchers will know that the goal of autonomous private-sector growth 
is shared by all the countries. How small and medium-sized businesses will fare in 
the era of lockdown and all the economic impact this is having begs the question of 
to what extent the banks and government might support them via credit, loans, etc. 

”
One area of 
particular interest 
is that of food 
security. Saudi 
Arabia imports 
a large amount 
of its needs, not 
least because of 
the desert nature 
of the Kingdom. 
[The pandemic] is 
a salutary reminder 
of the importance 
of supply chain 
security.

IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON SAUDI ARABIA
A SALUTARY REMINDER OF THE 
IMPORTANCE OF SUPPLY CHAIN 

SECURITY
Oliver Cornock

Oliver Cornock, Editor-in-Chief, Oxford Business Group:
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SAMA announced on 14 March a SAR50-billion support program for the private sector. It will be 
interesting to see the uptake of this and how the banks react. It would be a significant loss were 
the strides made in recent years to grow SMEs and the private sector wiped out.

It is, of course, impossible to make accurate predictions of how the virus will impact future 
trends in Saudi. And whilst the economics of the lockdown are a major worry, arguably the oil 
price wrangling is even more concerning given its importance to the state’s income. Lower oil 
prices mean that the Kingdom has fewer funds to respond to the current crisis. Now, that said, 
Saudi has shown its ability to tap into debt markets, has robust lending institutions and the 
growing Public Investment Fund. Like any economy, the impacts of a recession will be wide, and 
some sectors are more heavily affected than others. In Saudi, though, where the state plays a 
large role, it is fair to assume the construction (for big infrastructure projects) will be impacted, 
along with the fledgling tourism sector.
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Economy

The most immediate consequence of the COVID-19 pandemic concerning Saudi Arabia 
is economic. This is underscored by the collapse of the price of oil – Riyadh’s main source 
of revenue – triggered by the pandemic. China, Saudi Arabia’s top export destination, 
has significantly reduced its imports. The airline industry, with most flights grounded, 
is also going to require much less fuel. Overall, oil demand has plummeted. This has 
influenced Saudi Arabia’s decision to pressure Russia to find a common strategy to cut 
back oil production and reduce the current oversupply, triggering an oil price war, which 
has driven the prices to worryingly low levels, between $25 and $30 (USD) per barrel. 
As a consequence of the aforementioned economic downturns, Riyadh is likely to be 
forced to halt planned expansive and growth measures, such as Vision2030-related 
investments, for as long as the pandemic continues. Instead, Saudi Arabia is diverting 
resources to finance a stimulus and relief package for its economy and [to] maintain 
employment levels. Despite the COVID-19 related economic crisis, Riyadh’s national oil 
giant, Aramco, is better positioned than its competitors to survive low oil prices due to 
its lower costs of production.

Social

Saudi Arabia has taken unprecedented social distancing measures – prohibiting 
movement between its provinces, imposing a partial nationwide curfew, and no longer 
issuing visas for Muslims wanting to visit the holy sites of Mecca and Medina. Amid 
this tense situation, a social issue that is gaining momentum and deserves ad hoc 
monitoring in the months ahead is certainly the increasingly problematic relationship 
between Saudi citizens and the country’s expatriate workers. Foreign workers, who 

”
Riyadh is likely to 
be forced to halt 
planned expansive 
and growth 
measures, such as 
Vision2030-related 
investments, 
for as long as 
the pandemic 
continues.

IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON SAUDI ARABIA
THE MOST SEVERE INTERNAL 

CRISIS FOR SAUDI ARABIA
Antonino Occhiuto

Antonino Occhiuto, Analyst and Researcher at Gulf State Analytics:
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often perform crucial functions in Saudi Arabia’s economy, have already been identified 
as “spreaders” in the public discourse. This narrative could foster the already existing 
stigma of significant sections of the Kingdom’s society towards expatriate workers. A 
prolonged COVID-19 related crisis is likely to further increase such tension.

Political

On the internal political level, an important factor to monitor is the potential effect of 
the COVID-19 pandemic on the power transition inside the Kingdom. Saudi Arabia is 
currently undergoing a delicate transition between its current monarch, King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al-Saud, and his son, Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman Al-Saud (MbS). In 
the coming days, MbS could advise self-isolation for his father, King Salman, to test out 
visibly his [own] role as the country’s top leader. Even if the 84-year-old monarch does 
not publicly announce self-isolation, his public engagements are likely to be more limited. 
This sets the conditions for the COVID-19 outbreak to be the most severe internal crisis 
in which the Crown Prince’s leadership skills will be put to the test.
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The global oil demand shrank by 20% and the Kingdom relies to more than 70% on oil 
revenues. If that trend continues, and the current prognosis points towards it, the losses 
for the Saudi budget will be profound. While the price of oil is currently recovering to 
some extent, the global demand will not because the coronavirus will for some time to 
come severely limit people’s mobility and oil is mainly used in transportation. Aramco will 
still be the giant elephant in the room, but its tusks have shrunk.

The enormously increased health care cost because of the coronavirus measures 
together with the decreased revenue from oil sales might accelerate the already looming 
budget crisis of the country.

The Saudis will grasp at any straw to solve the conflict in Yemen, as long as the proposed 
solution will save them face, because the struggle has been eating a hole in the Kingdom’s 
budget for years. This would be the time for an outside mediator to step in because he/
she will find everyone perceptive to a solution for different reasons. No Yemeni faction in 
the conflict will be able to deal with the imminent health care problems in the middle of 
an already nightmarish conflict.

Iran will continue to harass the Saudis through its proxies to hurt a supposedly weak 
enemy and distract the world from their own health care catastrophe. However, Saudi 
will refuse to take up the gauntlet under any circumstances, focusing on solving their 
internal problems first.

Time and again the deep pockets of the Saudi government have been underestimated 
and, thus, despite the rather gloomy analysis, the Kingdom might emerge scarred by the 
crisis but unbowed.

The analysis was written on April 6, 2020

”
The enormously 
increased health 
care cost because 
of the coronavirus 
measures together 
with the decreased 
revenue from 
oil sales might 
accelerate the 
already looming 
budget crisis of the 
country

IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON SAUDI ARABIA
THE PANDEMIC WILL ACCELERATE THE 
ALREADY LOOMING BUDGET CRISIS OF 

THE COUNTRY
Jörg Muth

Dr. Jörg Muth, Assistant Professor, Prince Mohammad Bin Fahd 
University:
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Because some of the initial cases of COVID-19 arrived in Kuwait 
(and indeed throughout the GCC) via pilgrims returning from 
Iran, there was some concern about heightened sectarian 
tension. As the virus has spread worldwide, however, this 
appears to be less of a consideration. Where discrimination 
exists in Kuwait today, it is more directed at expatriates 
rather than at different segments of Kuwaiti society. Anti-
expatriate sentiment has grown in Kuwait in recent years, 
as populism has also become more of a political trend, with 
some Kuwaiti politicians contending that expatriates, rather 
than Kuwaiti citizens, should bear the brunt of austerity 
measures implemented to help aid economic diversification. 
It is likely that this trend will continue to be visible in Kuwaiti 
politics moving forward, particularly where it is seen as 
protecting the Kuwaiti economy, and MP Safa al-Hashem 
will likely continue to be a major figure in this type of politics.

Of greatest concern now is resuscitating an economy that 
remains dependent on oil, which is at its lowest prices in two 
decades. To that end, Kuwait this week announced measures 
to shore up the economy, with the amir contributing KD5 
million on behalf of the ruling family to a fund to mitigate 
the effects of COVID-19. Further, the government has put in 
place measures to aid soft long-term loans, with the central 
bank asking banks to ease loan repayments for affected 

IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON KUWAIT
A SENSE OF PRIDE IN THE 

GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE
Courtney Freer

Dr. Courtney Freer, Research Fellow at the Middle East Centre, The 
London School of Economics and Political Science:

source: Twitter
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companies. Such measures, as well as others, are also meant to aid SMEs, which are 
considered critical for Kuwait’s diversification efforts. The state has been relying on 
its ample financial reserves, which will help to insulate the economy for the short to 
medium term. In a sense, though, we are seeing what the Kuwaiti economy will look like 
post-oil and just how exposed its economy is to global energy markets. As a result, we 
may see greater efforts to implement Vision 2035 and megaprojects like the Silk City 
that will help move the Kuwaiti economy away from oil.

Kuwait was the first of the GCC states to implement bans on travel and curfews, and 
these measures have, thus far, been rather popular. There is a sense of pride among 
Kuwaitis in their government’s response that is often absent among Kuwaiti citizens, 
who tend to be much more publicly critical of their government than their neighbors 
in the GCC. One major unresolved political issue [that remains is] that parliamentary 
elections are meant to be held by November 2020 at the latest, and it is very uncertain 
whether this can still happen. Still, support for, and trust in, the government seem very 
high at the moment, which could help shore up support in pushing back the elections 
and could yield less oppositional results in parliament, as well as help momentum in 
economic diversification measures.

”
In a sense, we are 
seeing what the 
Kuwaiti economy 
will look like 
post-oil and just 
how exposed 
its economy is 
to global energy 
markets.
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The coronavirus in Jordan will have a big economic and social 
impact. In fact, it has highlighted the inequalities existing 
in the society. Workers from the public sector and certain 
private-sector fields might be able to overcome and sustain 
their lives, but many other people are losing their jobs and 
sources of income. This is very damaging in a country where 
53% of people work in the informal sector without any kind 
of social coverage and where unemployment rates will soar, 
therefore. At the macroeconomic level, the government has 
implemented some measures to protect the public finances, 
but the country will need international support to face the 
loss of inflows from different sectors of the economy and, 
particularly, from the tourism sector. Much of the progress 
achieved during the past years might vanish. This calls for 
the government to implement measures in the upcoming 
years intended to boost the local productive sector and 
reduce imports of several commodities, particularly of 
energy and food.

Socially, I do not believe the crisis will have a positive 
impact since, as I mentioned above, it will downgrade living 
conditions for many people whose income is not reliable 
and depends on daily labor. I do not think that there will 
be a greater investment in public services and the public 

IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON JORDAN
THE PANDEMIC HIGHLIGHTS 

EXISTING INEQUALITIES IN 
JORDANIAN SOCIETY

Victoria Silva Sánchez

Victoria Silva Sánchez, Independent journalist and researcher based in 
Amman, Jordan:

source: Twitter
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”
The leadership of 
the monarchy and 
the officials has 
been strengthened 
throughout the 
management of 
the crisis.

healthcare system. This is a very important cleavage in Jordanian society, since the only 
ones that can afford proper healthcare are those able to pay for private insurances. This 
is a mistake, knowing that crises like these will become more recurrent in the upcoming 
years. I think that, during the period after this crisis is finished, people might take more 
care with regards to their hygiene and social norms to protect themselves, but in the 
absence of danger, it is hard to not go back to usual behaviors. However, this crisis 
should bring an effort to increment control of food production and sale, particularly in 
popular markets.

Politically, the crisis can boost confidence in the government and the authorities due 
to the fast and proper management of it. The leadership of the monarchy and the 
officials has been strengthened throughout the management of the crisis. The state of 
emergency has affected the normal political life of the country since the parliament has 
almost disappeared and [it] rests to be known if the upcoming parliamentary elections 
to be held in September will take place as scheduled. However, the passing of laws 
criminalizing “false news and rumors” should not be used as a coercive tool in the line of 
other countries such as Turkey or Egypt. Clear communication and information for the 
citizens is a better tool to deal with a crisis like this than the use of force. The fact that 
citizens have been able to receive clear instructions from the authorities has avoided the 
spread of panic amongst the population.
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This pandemic is already impacting Jordan in every aspect, particularly on the already 
troubled economy. It is a confrontation that needs mobilization of the state’s institutions 
and resources, as the priority now is to curb the spread of the virus and needs huge 
medical and scientific efforts. Moreover, the lockdown measures, to a certain extent, 
have led to the closure of many economic activities and small businesses where many 
people lost their jobs and [it is] expected more people would lose their jobs as the 
confrontation goes on, in particular self-employed people. This actually would increase 
the rate of unemployment in Jordan. Furthermore, since the issue is of global and 
regional impact, where the economies of Jordan’s allies have been hit by this crisis and 
taking into consideration the sharp drop in oil prices, it is expected that foreign aid to 
Jordan would be negatively impacted. Despite IMF efforts and aid from its allies, such 
a situation would create pressure on Amman’s fragile economy and, eventually, impacts 
the political and social aspects of the society, at least in the short term.

”
It is expected 
that foreign aid 
to Jordan would 
be negatively 
impacted.
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Egypt has witnessed, in less than a month, rapid changes that [it has] 
never witnessed before, since the current regime took over power in 
July 2013.

For the first time in years, many Egyptians, including some of the 
2011 revolution activists, are appraising the Egyptian government 
policies and decisions. Since the first coronavirus cases were 
officially announced in the country on February 14, Egypt has halted 
the schools and universities for two weeks at first, then canceled the 
whole semester, banned the prayers in mosques and churches, shut 
down the airports, and imposed a half-day curfew all over the country.

In case, God forbid, the coronavirus outbreak widens in ways as 
it has in China, Italy, Iran, the US, and the UK, I expect many huge 
impacts on Egypt. One of those main impacts would be the total 
collapse of the already weak and fragile health system, the regime 
releasing more prisoners, the Egyptian pound jumping down and 
recording its lowest points in the new millennium (as a result of the 
country’s economy depending on tourism, oil, Suez Canal, and the 
remittance of the Egyptians working abroad, which all of it would be 
certainly most affected by the COVID-19 international crisis). Thus, 
many challenges to the governance of the country would come to 
the surface and the only path that shall make it less difficult would be 
the full transparency, the fair redistribution of wealth, and changing 
the mentality of the regime which used to crack down on tens of 
thousands of people, with more than 114,000 people in its jails 
according to the UNHCR, many of them for expressing critical views 
toward the regime.

MS River Anuket, a Nile River Cruise Ship, 
was placed in quarantine at a dock in 

Luxor. Health authorities had announced 
that 45 people on board tested positive 

for Covid-19

source: Wikipedia
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In the future of Turkey, while scrutinizing the structure of society, 
economic system, and sociological relationships of the twenty-first 
century, future generations will no doubt examine this COVID-19 
pandemic and its effects on the current Justice and Development 
Party since it seems that the regime has been making a great many 
substantial mistakes which might have an effect on its future. As 
prestigious journalist Cengiz Candar notes, unfortunately, Turkey is on 
its way to be the next Italy because of inaccurate policy preferences 
and insufficient state capacity. Since March 11, when Turkey declared 
its first official coronavirus case, the country has recorded one of the 
steepest trajectories of new cases in the world and it seems that the 
Erdoğan regime will not, or actually could not, take due precautions 
quickly. Indeed, at the very beginning of the process, Turkey made 
various vital mistakes which can be summarized as not giving 
importance to the social distance and [not blocking] block trips from 
Europe, Iran, and Umrah. For instance, some 21,000 pilgrims returned 
to Turkey by March 15 and did not stay a proper quarantine. The main 
reason for these [is that] Turkey did take COVID-19 seriously and did 
not prefer to cooperate with positive science. At the very beginning 
of the process, Erdoğan noted that it is up to the citizens of Turkey 
to behave in accordance with the hadiths, to take precautions, and 
leave judgment to God. He clearly underlined that Turkey will make 
it through this difficult period with patience and prayers. However, it 
is obvious that  Turkey is struggling to ramp up its own testing for 
the disease as doctors warn the country has reached a crossroads 

Empty pasta shelves at the supermarket 
in Istanbul, Turkey

source: Wikipedia
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in containing the fast-growing outbreak. This means that Turkey’s strategy to fight with 
this disease has dabbled with religious-oriented populism, but this is just one side of the 
coin.

The second side of the coin is regarding the economic situation. As it is known, most 
of the western countries put their population under lockdown and [all] except essential 
services, all the sectors were shut by governments. But Turkey is not capable to choose 
that logical way since its treasury is not as strong as other G20 countries, which have 
already offered a great amount of direct financial support to their public. Indeed, 
many different simplifications for the taxpayers are on the table and the government 
announced around  a ₺100-billion economic measures package  to address financial 
issues of companies and low-income households. With this package, the government 
promised to raise the Credit Guarantee Fund (KGF) limit, postpone tax liabilities premium 
payments and credit debts of employers in sectors most affected by the crisis, and make 
a resource transfer of ₺2 billion to families in need. [However], these support packages 
seem to be unsatisfactory, if one should consider Turkey’s population which is more 
than 80 million. In this regard, the Erdoğan regime realized that they have to do more, 
but the current circumstances of treasury are not allowed to do more and, therefore, on 
30 March, President Erdoğan announced the initiation of a donation campaign called 
“We’re Enough for Each Other Turkey” which might be read a kind of an oxymoronic tax 
collector state. While the campaign was supported by representatives of the ruling party, 
members of the opposition had a less favorable reaction to it and, as of 1 April 2020, the 
campaign had raised around ₺500 million. In the same line, a donation campaign [was] 
initiated by the metropolitan municipalities which are controlled by opposition CHP, but 
their initiative was terminated by the Ministry of Internal Affairs and their bank accounts 
were blocked on account of the fact that some of the terrorist groups will get support 
from these donations. All in all, as can be seen, the other side of the coin was not only 
about the economy but also about the lack of the state capacity to fight the coronavirus 
and authoritarianism.

Within these situations, one issue is almost obvious – under the gloomy days of COVID-19, 
Turkey possesses a fragile and dysfunctional state structure because of authoritarianism 
and religious-based populist policies. This may also represent the end of the road for the 
populist-right-wing Erdoğan regime, but it could be quite assertive futurism. One [thing] 
is obvious, with an Agambenian approach, Erdoğan will use exceptional circumstances 
to heighten his own fields of supremacy. In this regard, the AKP regime will not collapse 
yet, due to the COVID-19, but it will undoubtedly be unable to maintain its existence in 
the long term, at a time when there exists no other “other,” they have produced by the 
regime. I believe that the current regime, first, will hunker down in its descent into more 
authoritarianism but, later, will disintegrate before the importance of human life.
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The same as in the rest of the world, COVID-19 is affecting economically 
and politically in Turkey. It is estimated that the contraction of the Turkish 
economy and the decrease in budget revenues will result in the closure 
of businesses. The Turkish government has announced a 100-billion 
Turkish lira support package within the framework of its economic 
support package due to the coronavirus pandemic. Economists in 
Turkey suppose that this package will not be enough and expect new 
financial support to come in the future. At the same time, the 1,000-
lira ($150) social assistance that the Turkish government plans to 
distribute within unemployed civil circles [is] considered not sufficient 
and could cause serious social problems if the crisis prolongs. The 
COVID-19 issue is likely to last for 2-3 months of type V, 4-5 months 
of type U, 6-8 months of type l in three scenarios. Considering these 
possibilities, it will cause GDP to shrink by 3-5%, 6-8%, and 14-16%. The 
tourism (which is the mainstay of the Turkish economy) revenue due to 
the COVID-19 crisis could be around 34,520,332,000.

On the political shores of Turkey, due to the COVID-19 crisis, there 
is competition between the metropolitan municipalities, led by the 
opposition, and the central government to provide better social work, 
support for social assistance, etc. The municipalities of Istanbul, 
Ankara, Izmir, and Bolu increase their ability to be social municipalities 
and successful campaigns are carried out through social media. The 
central government follows (doing actually the same) the campaigns 
of municipalities on such topics as social assistance, fundraising, and 
mask distribution.

A brochure about 14 rules taken 
against the risk of coronavirus in 

Turkey

source: Wikipedia
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To fight against the COVID-19 virus in Turkey, recommendations 
received by the scientific board were sent to the President and some 
crucial decisions made. The Scientific Committee, headed by the 
Minister of Health, and the President’s decision-making within the scope 
of the recommendations made against COVID-19 are trying to ensure 
that the fight is effective. On the other hand, metropolitan mayors of 
such cities as İstanbul, İzmir, and Ankara, where the COVID-19 virus 
is most prevalent, argue that quarantine should be declared in these 
areas. The rapid increase in case numbers in these cities is shown 
to cause this. Thus, in the struggle between the government and the 
opposition against COVID-19, there is a different point of view, both in 
terms of providing good service to the public and in its shape.

”
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The coronavirus crisis hit Iran in one of its most difficult periods since 
the founding of the Islamic Republic. The American withdrawal from 
the nuclear deal, the re-imposition of economic sanctions, and the 
drop in oil prices exacerbate the difficulties facing the country.

Politically, the coronavirus outbreak reveals a number of weaknesses 
in the regime’s conduct during emergencies. The regime, which 
delayed in responding to the crisis and tried to hide its full extent, 
was revealed again in its failure. This failure is the result of structural 
forces, among them are internal power struggles, institutional 
duplicity, and the preference of ideological considerations, economic 
restraints, and controversial priorities. These failures are likely to 
further erode the legitimacy of the regime in the view of the Iranian 
public, which has been eroded in any case in recent years. However, 
the Iranian regime has proved in the past its ability to weather severe 
crises, especially after years of significant economic sanctions, which 
forced it to adapt to conditions of uncertainty and economic crisis. 
Furthermore, the standing of the hardliners and the Revolutionary 
Guards, whose involvement in state affairs increases during times of 
crisis, may strengthen, especially given the failures of the government 
of President Rouhani.

Publicly, the current crisis is deepening the erosion of the public trust 
of the state institutions and increasing the estrangement between 
the people and the clerical establishment. The worsening economic 
hardships, especially among the weaker classes, could reignite 

Disinfection of Piroozi, Tehran

source: Wikipedia
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the popular protests in Iran, especially after the removal of the coronavirus threat, 
which constitutes a restraining factor for public gatherings due to a fear of taking to 
the streets. However, the public protest movement in Iran still suffers from significant 
difficulties; among these are the lack of nationwide leadership, fears among large parts 
of the public from loss of control and chaos, a failure to form a cross-sector coalition, 
and the regime’s effective coercive mechanisms. Therefore, even if the popular protests 
were to renew, it is doubtful whether it would be able to cause any political change in the 
foreseeable future.

Economically, the coronavirus outbreak has dealt a heavy blow to the Iranian economy, 
which is already facing an unprecedented depression. Despite the fact that there are 
no indications, at this stage, of a systemic collapse of the Iranian economy, and no 
indications of a shortage of basic goods or a disruption of essential services and 
products, the continuation of the crisis is predicted to intensify the economic recession 
in Iran and to significantly increase the budgetary deficit. In such a scenario, Iran may 
find it hard to meet the public’s demands over time and to fund some of its military 
activities in the Middle East.
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